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Summary 

Nestled in western Washington state along the scenic Puget Sound, Snohomish County is a vibrant hub of democracy with 
511,326 registered voters who have embraced mail-in voting since 2006.  
 

The League of Women Voters of Snohomish County (LWVSC) is an influential grassroots, non-partisan political organization 
that has been dedicated to safeguarding democracy and empowering voters for more than a century.  Snohomish County 
Elections and LWVSC have formed a highly successful partnership for nearly 30 years, focusing on enhancing election outreach 
efforts in the county.  Together, we prioritize active civic engagement and informed participation, resulting in consistent 
improvements in election transparency and accessibility. 
 

The tireless efforts of the League have significantly enhanced Snohomish County Elections’ mission – to conduct fair, 
accountable elections and encourage people to understand and participate in the voting process.  The League exemplifies an 
unwavering commitment to fostering democracy and civic engagement non-partisanly.  Their active involvement in 
Snohomish County Elections' work further demonstrates their dedication. 
 

To learn more about the LWVSC and their important work, visit their website: https://lwvsnoho.org/ 
 

Our collaboration involves various initiatives, including the following: 
 

Supplying organizations with voter registration forms 
In 1994, voter registration by mail became law in Washington State.  It required that “postcard” voter registration forms be 
maintained at convenient, accessible, and permanent locations within the county, such as fire stations, schools, city and town 
clerk offices, and any location considered appropriate by the County Auditor.  
 

That year the Snohomish County Elections and LWVSC entered into an agreement where the LWVSC identifies, establishes, 
and maintains voter registration postcard sites throughout the county.  In addition to voter registration forms, the LWVSC has 
developed other material to provide at these sites.  One example is their “They Represent You” (TRY) pamphlet, which lists 
local elected officials with their contact information and office term.  
 

The most recent quarterly report on the activities performed by LWVSC reported that the courier team traveled 573 miles 
distributing 1,117 English voter registration forms, 389 Spanish voter registration forms, and 862 TRY brochures to 122 sites.  
 

Mailing postcards to encourage action from voters with signature challenges 
Washington is one of a handful of states that votes entirely by mail.  Every ballot envelope returned on time has the signature 
on the return envelope checked against a known signature on the voter’s registration record.  If the signature on file does not 
match the voter’s ballot return envelope or does not have a signature, the envelope is marked as challenged. 
 

State law requires notifications to be sent to voters whose envelope signature has been challenged.  In addition to these 
required notifications, Snohomish County Elections and LWVSC have partnered in a “Postcard Brigade” program.  LWVSC 
volunteers will handwrite notes on pre-stamped postcards provided by Snohomish County Elections.  The postcards with 
personalized messages encourage voters to complete and return forms previously sent to remedy signature issues.   
 

In the November 2022 General Election, 48 LWVSC volunteers handwrote messages and mailed 3,308 postcards.  We will 
continue this outreach initiative in 2023 and track the Primary and General Election results.  
 

Collaborating on Candidate Workshops & Candidate Forums  
Candidate Workshops are organized by Snohomish County Elections to assist individuals interested in running for office.  
These workshops cover various aspects of the election process and feature speakers from the Public Disclosure Commission 
(PDC), responsible for campaign finance reporting in Washington state, and the LWVSC, who provide information about  
 

Mission Statement:  

“To conduct fair, accountable elections and encourage  

 people to understand and participate in the voting process.” 

https://lwvsnoho.org/
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opportunities available to candidates.  The LWVSC opportunities include participating in live-streamed or recorded candidate 
forums and engaging with voters through Vote 411, a nationwide voter guide project featuring campaign information and 
answers to policy questions.  
 

Snohomish County Elections also promotes LWVSC candidate forums in local voters’ pamphlets, through social media posts, 
and on our website, www.snoco.org/elections.  These forums allow voters to engage with candidates in person, learn about 
candidate positions, share information about election dates, and encourage voter participation.  
 

Performing Election Observation 
Snohomish County Elections depends on the LWVSC, a trusted and non-partisan organization, to fulfill an essential role in 
election observation.  The LWVSC recruits members responsible for monitoring and reporting irregularities to election 
officials.  This includes observing pre- and post-election audits such as the Logic and Accuracy Test, Random Batch Audit, and 
Risk Limiting Audit.  The participation of LWVSC representatives adds a significant level of credibility to the integrity of our 
election procedures.  
 

In 2019, Kristen Mueller from the LWV of Washington State observed our Risk Limiting Audit pilot, which was conducted in 
collaboration with the Washington Secretary of State's office.  This pilot was documented in "Knowing It's Right – Part 2" by 
Jennifer Morrel of Democracy Fund. 
 

Being another trusted voice for our local media and community 
In partnership with KSER Community Radio 90.7 FM Everett, the LWVSC produces a program called "Magazine on the Air," 
which features various election segments.  During election periods, they frequently invite the County Auditor as a guest on the 
show to explain the voting process and to answer questions about how the county administers elections.  Podcast versions of 
these programs can be found on Spotify and the LWVSC website.  
 

The LWVSC has contributed numerous election-related articles to the Everett "Daily Herald," the prominent local newspaper 
serving Snohomish County.  These articles often reference the Auditor's Office and utilize the elections website as a trusted 
source for verifying elections-related information.  These regular news and media activities provide significant support to the 
Snohomish County Elections’ newsflashes, press releases, and social media communications.  
 

Shared social media posts between the LWVSC and Snohomish County Elections help disseminate accurate election 
information, which is crucial in combatting the spread of misinformation and disinformation.  The League also produces public 
service announcements for radio broadcasts, encouraging residents to register and exercise their right to vote.  These trusted, 
non-partisan sources of information are extremely important for voter education. 
 

Empowering members to become knowledgeable elections ambassadors 
LWVSC, as an organization and as individual members, are trusted sources of elections and voter registration information in 
our community.  To help them in this role, Snohomish County Elections conducts comprehensive tours of our processing 
facility for LWVSC members, ensuring they deeply understand election policies and processes.  
 

LWVSC events regularly feature guest speakers from the Auditor's Office, ensuring that League members are well-informed 
about election processes.  This empowers League members to serve as ambassadors to the public, sharing their knowledge 
and promoting civic engagement.  
 

Conclusion 
This collaborative partnership between a county elections office and the League of Women Voters is not commonplace in 
every county.  Some local leagues across Washington have only recently been invited to observe election processes.  We 
greatly appreciate the relationship we have built over the years with the LWV in Snohomish County. 
 

Through our collective efforts, we magnify the impact of our respective organizations, ultimately benefiting the voters of 
Snohomish County.  

http://www.snoco.org/elections
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Supporting Documents

 

  

Election Support 

Caption  

Courier Service: 
LWVSC Couriers deliver voter registration forms, election information pamphlets (including 
resources on spotting misinformation and civic engagement tips), with most of them 
translated into Spanish, to sites across Snohomish County. 
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Lot Draw: 

LWVSC rep. chooses a new alphabet 

for determining the order of 

candidates on the ballot, ensuring a 

transparent and impartial process 

that eliminates any doubts of bias or 

partisanship. 

Election Support (continued) 

Postcard Brigade: 
LWVSC members utilized a public meeting room at a local library to 
provide a personalized touch to voters, helping them fix signature 
issues on their ballot envelopes. 

Candidate Workshops & Candidate Forums: 
A snapshot of the LWVSC website featuring the schedule of “Candidate Forums” for 
the August 1st Primary, including the LWVSC slide from our candidate workshop. 

Future Voters: 

Visiting a local high school to register 

and educate future voters.  
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LWVSC The Voter Volume 64 Issue 4: 
On National Voter Registration Day, LWVSC participated in 
registering voters at the Snohomish County Campus Plaza. 

LWVSC The Voter Volume 64 Issue 2: 
At the annual LWVSC Fired Up! Event at Everett Community 
College, County Auditor Garth Fell addressed topics of 
election transparency, observation opportunities, and the 
actions taken by Snohomish County Elections to combat 
misinformation and disinformation. 

Everett Daily Herald - September 21, 2022: 
LWVSC President Jen Winkler's op-ed emphasizes the 
significance of local elections and offers resources for 
informed voting, while highlighting the Auditor's office as 
a trusted source of information.  

News & Media Support 

Social Media: 
LWVSC regularly amplifies Snohomish County Elections' social 
media posts on Instagram and Facebook to expand our outreach 
and educate voters. 
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Alternate Format Supporting Documents 

 

Magazine on the Air: https://lwvsnoho.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=108940&module_id=472524 

“A recent program 

addressed the timely 

question: Are our 

elections safe and 

secure? An in-depth 

interview with the 

County Auditor assured 

listeners that the answer 

is an emphatic YES!” 

 – Karen Crowley, LWVSC 

News & Media Support (continued) 

 

Podcast episode link (will download MP3):  
https://lwvsnoho.org/docs.ashx?id=988500 

Podcast episode link (will download MP3):  
https://www.lwvsnoho.org/docs.ashx?id=813131 

Snohomish Co. Elections Guest Appearances 
“Civics Education on the Air” 

https://lwvsnoho.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=108940&module_id=472524
https://lwvsnoho.org/docs.ashx?id=988500
https://www.lwvsnoho.org/docs.ashx?id=813131
https://lwvsnoho.org/docs.ashx?id=988500
https://www.lwvsnoho.org/docs.ashx?id=813131

