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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WASHINGTON CONVENTION - 2009 
May 29, 30, 31  

Hotel Murano, Tacoma 
 

“Reflections on Democracy” 
 

US Senator Maria Cantwell to be keynote speaker 
 

Pre Convention, tour the glass-art-themed hotel and/or have lunch in the Hot Shop at the Tacoma 
Museum of Glass while watching glass blowers at work 

 
Enjoy entertainment, speakers and workshops 

 
and attend a special event

  
 
 
 
 
 

2009 HONOREES 
GOOD IN GOVERNMENT 

 
Senator Rosa Franklin – turning League  
principles and policies into legislation; 
 
The Korean Women’s Association – 
fostering citizenship and serving the  
special needs of Asian-Pacific Islander  
immigrants; 
 
The News Tribune – champions of open  
government and political accountability. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE GOOD IN GOVERNMENT GALA 
Washington State History Museum 

Saturday, 6:30 – 9:30 pm 
 

Enjoy a glittering dessert soiree at which Awards will 
be presented. 
 
The Museum’s timely exhibit, “Women’s Votes, 
Women’s Voices: Washington Women’s Suffrage 
Centennial Exhibit will be open for viewing. 
 
There will be a raffle for three art objects.  See 
page 3. 

The reservation form for the Gala is on the back page.   
The delegate’s packet will contain reservation forms for the Gala and lunch in the Hot Shop. 
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President’s Message 
 
This year’s Lobby Day certainly did not 
disappoint.  It was a bit different because both 
houses of the legislature were “on the floor” 
voting bills out of their respective chambers. It 
gave League members a chance to sit in the 
gallery and watch the action, and to hang out by 
the doors and catch them one by one as they 
recessed.  Better than watching CSPAN!   
 
Now our thoughts are turning to spring and our 
biennial Convention. We are venturing to Tacoma 
and the Murano Hotel this year where the theme 
of the program is “Reflections on Democracy”. 
The delightful décor of the Murano is based on art 
glass, and the Chihuly Bridge of Glass and Glass 
Museum are very close by. Come early enough 
on Friday to take the tour and enjoy a box lunch 
in the Hot Shop. The Washington State History 
Museum is also located in Tacoma, and will be 
the venue for our Saturday evening, after dinner, 
Good in Government dessert party. We can also 
tour the current exhibit “Women’s Votes, 
Women’s Voices: Washington Women’s Suffrage 
Centennial Exhibit”.  In between all the fun, we 
have some interesting speakers and panel 
discussions lined up for you, and some 
workshops for everyone to participate in. We will 
still find time to conduct the business of League; 
to decide on Program for the next biennium, 
discuss and pass the budget, present resolutions, 
give directions to the board and elect officers and 
directors for the next two years. 
 
I have had the great opportunity of serving as 
your president for the past four years. I hope you 
will agree that we have accomplished many 
wonderful things together during that time and, 
hopefully, brought the activities of the state 
League closer to you. We are entering a period of 
great potential for encouraging civic engagement 
using new media and social networking to inform 
and involve a new wave of citizens interested in 
participating in government.  Organizations come 
and go. The great and lasting thing about League 
is not that it just continues, but it continues to 
expand its horizons and embrace new situations 
as opportunities. These are challenging but 
exciting times and with all our support, the new 
board of directors will continue to make the 
League shine!                 

In League, Barbara 

 
Spotlight on Local Leagues 
 
Yakima Valley – A fundraiser featured the 
Righteous Mothers music group on March 2. 
Whidbey Island – “The State of Farms and 
Forests on Whidbey” was the focus of a public 
meeting in February. 
Tacoma Pierce County held a public meeting on 
Ranked Choice Voting.  It is studying Affordable 
Housing. 
Spokane Area held unit meetings on the 
Washington State Court System 
Skagit County featured a film “Sick Around the 
World” from PBS’s Frontline Program at a general 
meeting.  
Seattle – the National Popular Vote Compact will 
be the subject of its April public forum 
San Juan County – Dr. John Geyman, retired 
chair of UW Department of Family Planning, 
spoke about the US health care system. 
Pullman County – Sam Reed, Washington 
Secretary of State, gave a public lecture followed 
by questions on the responsibilities of the office at 
the invitation of the LWV, Foley Institute and Neill 
Public Library  
Kitsap County is combining its public general 
meetings with a lunch; in February on public 
health and the budgetary crisis and in March on 
local water issues. 
Clallam County celebrated Women’s History 
month with eighth grader Hillary Smith presenting 
her paper on Belva Lockwood, the first woman 
attorney given the privilege of practicing before 
the US Supreme Court in 1879, at a social dinner. 
Bellingham-Whatcom County - global health 
care was the subject of a general meeting and 
their VOTER included an article “Four Basic 
Health Care Models” from PBS Frontline Website. 
 
 

 
CELEBRATE! 

 
The League of Women Voters became 89 

years old February 14, 2009 
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OF INTEREST 
 
Washington News Service, in a feature on 
Sunshine Week, March 9-13, interviewed 
Nancy Eitreim, LWVUS board member and 
past LWV/Seattle president, who stressed 
transparency in government, "It means that in 
the last bills that were passed, information 
about the earmarks - their sponsors, where 
they're going, who's getting them and who 
the contractors are - will be on the Internet."  
Eitreim suggested looking at 
www.OpenTheGovernment.org and 
www.WhiteHouse.gov.  She went on to say, 
"Our democracy really depends on our 
citizens participating in government. Dig 
deeper! Go to the library, get online, write a 
letter or a note or a postcard. After you've 
done it once, you feel a whole lot better." 
 
 
 

 
League of Women Voters of Washington 

Officers and Directors 
2007-2009 

 
Officers 

Barbara Seitle, President, South Whidbey Island 
Barbara Bush, 2nd Vice President, Snohomish County 

Myra Howrey, Secretary, Kitsap County 
Dorothy Spadoni, Treasurer, Tacoma-Pierce County 

 
Directors 

 
Pam Behring, Spokane Area 

Susan Eidenschink, Tacoma-Pierce County 
Betsy Greene, Seattle 
Linnea Hirst, Seattle 
Judy Ostrow, Seattle 

 
LWVUS Liaison 

 
Norman Turrill 

 
Staff

 
Claudia Downing, Administrative Director 

Lonnie Johns Brown, Lobbyist 
 

 
 
 

 
 

BOARD ACTIONS 
 

1. Reconsidered the position for Early Child Care 
and Education adopted in January and agreed to 
include, as originally proposed:    
Expanding the definition of Basic Education to 
include the birth to five years. 
See Winter VOTER for complete position. 
 
2. Agreed to recommend to the convention 
statewide action on the Civic Engagement Project 
on state government and fiscal issues. 
 
3. Agreed to not recommend a new study at 
convention. 
 
4. Agreed to propose the following amendments 
to the Bylaws:   
Article IV, Organizations.  
New Section 5.  The League of Women Voters of 
Washington is the sole and only member of the     
League of Women Voters of Washington 
Education Fund. 
 
Article VI, Board of Directors 
Section 1.  Selection, Qualifications and Term.  
Add sentence at the end:  “At least two members 
of the LWVWA Board of Directors must also be 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Education Fund.” 
 
Article VI Board of Directors 
Add new Section 5.b:  “Emergency meetings 
may be held by electronic means providing all 
board members are notified before the meeting. 
 
Section 5c: add a sentence at the end:  “The 
board shall meet immediately following the 
LWVWA convention for the purpose of electing 
the board of directors of the LWVWA Education 
Fund. 
 
 
 

Convention Final call packets will be 
mailed to all local League presidents April 
10 and will be available at www.lwvwa.org 
in the Members Only section 
 
 
 

http://www.openthegovernment.org/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.lwvwa.org/
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INVITATION TO CONVENTION…  

 
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County is excited to invite you to the 2009 
LWVWA State Convention. We fully intend to dazzle you with the vibrant Tacoma Downtown 
Cultural and Art District. 
 
Tacoma is now a shining, exciting city in South Puget Sound. The beautiful Hotel Murano - in the 
heart of the revitalized downtown – will serve as our elegant home base while we host a 
memorable weekend.   
 
Speakers and panels: 
 
Craig Salins - Washington Public Campaigns 
 
Curt Jacobson & others – Marketing & Effective Use of Technology for NGOs 
 
Norman Turrill, LWVUS liaison – Voter Service, Development Planning 
 
Ranked Choice Voting – LWV Tacoma-Pierce County 
 
Lucy Copass, et al – Civic Engagement Project. 
 
Be entertained by actress/historian Tames Alan in her dramatized history “Soldiers in Petticoats. 

 
 
 
 

…AND DON’T MISS THE RAFFLE AT CONVENTION WITH GREAT PRIZES! 
The raffle will benefit the Education funds of LWVWA and LWV/Tacoma-Pierce County 

 
1st prize - a large footed bowl created by Czech artist Petr Novotny in the Hot Shop at the 
Museum of Glass, Tacoma.  Donated by the Museum.  Valued at $1100.  
 
2nd prize - a Hale Mantel clock, made by Denby Studios.  Donated by The Art Stop at LeRoy 
Jewelers, Tacoma.  Valued at $315. 
 
3rd prize - a stunning beaded bracelet created by Lyz Kurnitz Thurlow, T-PC League 
president: Valued at $80.   
 
Details and tickets will be sent to local League Presidents in mid April. 
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Action Donations  
As of March 21, 2009 
  
34th District Democrats 
Knut & Ann Aagaard 
Sandra Adams 
Anonymous 
Charles & Nancy Bagley 
Bobbie Baldwin 
Nancy Ball 
Sandy Barney 
Lois Bergerson 
Mrs. William M Black 
Cheryl Bleakney 
Kenlyn Blecker 
Elisabeth Bondy 
Ann Bowden 
Maria Brusher 
Barbara Bush 
Katherine Buss 
Patsy Campbell 
Joella Campbell 
Lee Carpenter 
Tamara Caulkins 
Janet Chalupnick 
Kay Chelemedos 
Betty Colasurdo 
Margaret Colony 
Margaret Condit 
Lucy Copass 
Debbie Corr 
Marilyn Cowger 
Becky Cox 
Diane Crow 
Lucy Currie 
Lois Curtis 
Susan Daniels 
Joyce Dennison 
Margot Dick 
 
 

Vicky Downs 
Susan Eidenschink 
Aladene Emerson 
Marilyn Erickson 
Donna Ewing 
May Fenerly 
Bob & Barbara Fithian 
May Gerstle 
Jean Geyer 
B. Joan Green 
Betsy Greene 
Sue Gregory 
Audrey Gruger 
Dorothy Guth in honor 
                of Jeannette  
                Kahlenberg 
Phyllis Haberstroh 
Jeannie Hale 
Carol Hannum 
Verda Hansberry 
Alice Harris 
Dorothy Hopper 
Diane Horn 
Claire Hull 
Luanna Iverson 
Mr. & Mrs. L.N. Johanson 
Ruth Kagi 
Charlotte Kanemori 
Elizabeth Kerr 
Flora Key 
Karen Kiessling 
Olivia Kissin 
Ellen Kritzman 
Maxine Krull 
Jean Kyle 
 
 
 

Ceila Lamson 
Kathleen Leiendecker 
Dave & Dorothy Lilly 
Josephine Luke 
Judy Macmillan 
Dorris & Wayne Martin 
Mary Mazur 
Stasha McBride 
Joanne McGaw 
Charlene McKenzie 
Douglas & Theresa McLean 
Glenda Miller 
Shera Mogri 
Leslie Montecucco 
Carolyn Murphy 
Bradley Nelson 
Lois North 
Elizabeth Ogden in  
     honor of Washington 
      Public Campaigns 
Lisa Painter 
Nancy Pearson  
Rhonda Peterson 
Irene Peyton in honor  
             of Becky Cox 
Elizabeth Pierini 
Martha Preecs 
Dee Raudebaugh in memory  
                     of Helen Aamot 
Joann Ribeiro 
Ruthe Ridder 
Murray Riss 
Ruth Schroeder 
Barbara Seitle 
Elsie Simon 
 
 
 

Ellen Skarin in honor 
        of daughter  
        Lela  Moody Key 
Diane Smerdon 
Denise Smith 
Pamela Smith 
Joan Smith 
Rosealma Smith 
Dorothy Spadoni 
Elayne Spangler 
Jane Stevens 
John & Alice Stolz 
Phyllis Summers 
Judy Sweetland 
Joan Thomas 
Peggy Tlapak in 
    memory of Jo Mahon 
Peggy Toepel 
Jolene Unsoeld 
Margaret Vance 
Ginger Vetrano 
Linda Weedman 
Donna Weller 
Luella Wells 
Lyle Whiteman 
Elizabeth Widel 
Josephine Wilson 
Ann Wood 
Pat Woodke 
Jewell Woodward 
Lois Curtis 
Ellen Kritzman 
Susan Daniels 
 
Your generosity is 
much appreciated! 

 
 
 

NEW LWVWA WEBSITE 
LOOK FOR IT 

www.lwvwa.org
 
 
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political 
organization, encourages the informed and active participation 
of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of 
major public policy issues, and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy.  Any person of voting age, 
male or female may become a League member.   
 
The Washington State VOTER is published quarterly by the League 
of Women Voters of Washington, 4730 University Way N.E., Suite 
#720, Seattle, WA 98105.  Yearly subscription is $10.00.  Members 
subscribe through their annual dues.  Call 206-622-8961 for a local 
League in your area or go on online at www.lwvwa.org.   
 
Send address changes to League of Women Voters of Washington, 
4730 University Way, N.E., Suite #720, Seattle, WA 98105 
 

 

 
 
 

LEAGUE LOBBY TEAM 
HARD AT WORK 

 
Twelve weeks down, three weeks to go in this 
year's legislature, and our Lobby Team is still 
going strong; traveling to Olympia to give 
testimony, meeting with legislators and reporting 
on important bills.  In the Lobby Team weekly 
meetings they sort through everything that's 
happening regarding League’s priorities and what 
lobbying efforts should go on for the next week.  
The Legislative Newsletter reports give us all a 
chance to take part in LWVWA's lobbying efforts.  
A BIG THANKS to the Lobby Team members, 
and to our new newsletter editor, Stasha 
McBride!  
 
 

http://www.lwvwa.org/
http://www.lwvwa.org/


 
Good in Government Awards Gala  

and Women’s Suffrage Centennial Exhibit 
Saturday, May 30, 2009 – 6:30-9:30 PM 

Washington State History Museum, Tacoma  
 
I want to attend the Good in Government Awards Gala during Convention (see page 1) 
Please reserve ______ places @ $40 per person   
___ I am planning to attend the convention as a delegate. I will reserve my place for the Awards Gala 
through the convention registration process  
___OR: I am reserving NOW at the special delegate-only cost of $20.   
 
Guests’ names at the $40 level are:______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
My name____________________________________________phone___________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___I am sorry I am unable to attend but would like to make a tax- deductible donation to the League’s 
Education Fund to recognize the honorees and to promote the educational work of the League. 
 
My check is enclosed, payable to LWVWA Education Fund: $_________ 
Please charge my credit card:   ___Visa;  ____ Mastercard  
Card #_________________________________________________Exp. Date________ 
Name as it appears on card_______________________________________ 
 
Please return payment to the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 702 Broadway, Suite 105, 
Tacoma, WA 98402.   See www.lwvwa.org for more information about Convention and Good in Government 
Awards.  The League of Women Voters of Washington Education Fund is a 501(c)(3) entity of the IRS Code 
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