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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
We are truly and finally in the home stretch of 
this election season. We are winding up our 
voter registration campaigns and 
concentrating on the debates and our local 
candidate forums. Be sure to have plenty of 
League materials such as “How to Pick a 
Candidate” and membership brochures 
available for distribution.  Before we leave 
voter registration altogether, did you know 
that LWVUS has collaborated with the 
Overseas Vote Foundation to create a 
League-branded tool to assist overseas 
voters with their specific voter registration 
and absentee ballot requests? We have a link 
to it on our website, lwvwa.org.  Share it with 
military families and overseas organizations 
in your area.  
 
Debate 101. What is a debate, how to watch 
a debate, what kind of discussions does the 
debate engender?  Once again, our national 
organization has provided us with an 
interesting and provocative tool to assist us in 
our goal of encouraging informed 
participation. Find it on our website. We know 
there will be four presidential debates and 
four gubernatorial debates and local radio 
and TV stations will also be hosting debates. 
www.Vote411.org has some lively 
suggestions for holding a debate watching 
party from snacks to decorations. Voters 
have registered or re-registered in record 
numbers for this election, and continue to do 
so.  That makes our outreach more important 
than ever. 

Continued on page 8 
 
 
 
 

 
Action Workshops are for EVERYONE 

 
This year, for the first time, LWVWA will hold 2 
Action Workshops for our members – November 
8 in Kennewick and November 15 in Bellevue. I 
hope YOU will be there at one of them. 
 
Perhaps we should call these meetings “Call to 
Action Workshops” or “Activating Our Base 
Sessions.”  We know that messages from 
constituents and contacts with legislators do 
make a difference.  League can truly affect 
outcomes if our members all around the state 
weigh in on the issues we care about. 
 
That’s why it’s so important for you to attend one 
of the workshops.  They are designed to do two 
things:  give us information about the issues that 
will be key in the 2009 legislative session and 
show us ways we can each, from our own homes, 
have an impact on legislation we care about.  
We’ll hear from some elected officials and some 
of our own Lobby Team. We’ll share ideas that 
have worked in different communities. We’ll have 
ample opportunity to ask questions. 
 
If you have never sent an email to your state 
senator or spoken to your representative in the 
supermarket, or even if you’ve done both many 
times, come to the workshop to learn how to do it 
more effectively.   
 
If health care or the environment or education or 
transportation or another of the multitude of 
issues League follows is your passion, come to 
the workshop to learn what legislation will be “hot” 
around that topic this year and what you can do 
to help. 
 
Look elsewhere in this VOTER for details about 
the workshops and a registration form, and 
PLEASE SIGN UP.    
  Hoping to see you in November
   Barb Bush, Action Chair 

http://www.vote411.org/
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LOCAL LEAGUE SPOTLIGHT 

 
BENTON-FRANKLIN COUNTIES. The LWV 
of Benton and Franklin Counties have been busy 
this past month with several voter registration 
opportunities at local markets in conjunction with 
KNDU.  We also have a coalition of local 
organizations and media putting on candidate 
forums.  But not everything is work. We 
celebrated Women's Suffrage on August 26th 
with a picnic in the park, featuring the two County 
Auditors who explained their different voting 
systems.   
 
JEFFERSON COUNTY UAL. The JC unit has 
been busy this year with voter registration, 
providing this service at the four elder-housing 
facilities in Port Townsend, the Boiler Room (a 
youth outreach downtown), at four Centrum 
music festivals, at five "Free Friday" events at 
Fort Worden, and at the Old Time Chautauqua 
held in July.  They conducted voter registration at 
two local high schools.   
  
LWV-JC co-sponsored two pre-primary candidate 
forums and two issue-based forums in September 
(on PUD purchase of PSE).  They also have two 
more candidate forums before the General 
Election. 
 
KITSAP COUNTY helped the Kitsap County 
Auditor¹s office register voters at the Kitsap 
County Fair in August.   Eighteen Leaguers 
staffed the booth morning and afternoons for the 
four and a half days of the fair; members of the 
auditor¹s office covered it in the evenings. A total 
of 150 people were registered or updated their 
addresses during the fair.  League materials 
related to voting such as a flier on upcoming 
forums and our TRYs were available to fair goers. 
League volunteers found the experience 
rewarding. 

 
 
 
 
Helping Register Voters at 
the Seattle Center 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEAGUE FORUMS ARE NOT JUST FOR 

CANDIDATES AND ISSUES 
 
It was a pleasant surprise to read the Peninsula 
Daily News and see a front page article that 
mentioned the League of Women Voters of 
Clallam County as a prospect for conducting a 
forum for the Port Angeles City Council in order to 
allow questions from a disgruntled electorate and 
answers from the council members.  Several 
weeks before there was breaking news of the 
resignation of the City Manager amidst much 
finger-pointing from the new and continuing 
council members, which went on for weeks. 
 
A new council member, himself a League 
member, called us and we met with him and a 
citizen who wanted answers to design a forum for 
this purpose, which had all of the safeguards of a 
well-run LWV candidate forum.  After much 
discussion with our League members who were 
very knowledgeable about the issues and a 
polling of our Board members, we decided to 
offer the City Council a proposal.  After it was 
accepted we met one more time with the Council 
member, the Mayor and the City Attorney to 
discuss the final details. 
 
We accepted only written questions which were 
reviewed by two League members for clarity and 
civility and the City Attorney for appropriateness.  
There were League members who timed the 
opening and closing remarks and the answers.  In 
the League’s opening statement we set the stage 
for the forum and conveyed our hope that this 
event would allow the council and citizens to find 
common ground to work together and find 
creative solutions to provide a wholesome 
community in which we can live, work, raise our 
families and play.  It was a tribute to the League 
of Women Voters to be asked to conduct this 
forum by the City Council and a great pleasure for 
all of us to hear their thanks for this service.  
 
Penney Van Vleet, President 
League of Women Voters Clallam County 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Washington State VOTER   Fall 2008 

3 

 
PUGET SOUND PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 

 
The Puget Sound Partnership draft Action Agenda 
will be released October 14th about one week 
before the October 23-24th Leadership Council 
Meeting. The Action Agenda will establish the Top 
25 actions in the seven Ecosystem Action Areas of 
Puget Sound. The Action Agenda will guide the 
work program, policies, projects and funding 
priorities for the Puget Sound Partnership.  
 
Each of the seven Ecosystem Action Areas now has 
a profile that addresses water quantity, water 
quality, human health, species and biodiversity, land 
use and habitat issues. From these issue areas, 
high priority actions will be compiled to address 
necessary steps to recover the Sound by 20/20. 
The Action Agenda involves guidance from the 
science panel and technical staff.  
 
The schedule includes public meetings on the draft 
Agenda during October. The Action Area core 
teams will make additional refinements to the key 
initial strategic priorities and at the Leadership 
Council meeting November 11th the changes to the 
draft Action Agenda will be reviewed.  
 
The Public Comment period will end in November 
(date to be announced).  
 
December 1st the Leadership Council will approve 
the Action Agenda "as to form" and the Agenda 
summary will be available.  December 31st the 
Action Agenda goes to the printer.  January 2009, 
the final Action Agenda is published, and a 
ceremony with the governor and legislature is 
scheduled.  
 
There are numerous suggestions that the public can 
offer when reviewing the Action Plan Agenda. One 
of many important concepts to stress in public 
comment is that the Puget Sound Partnership 
should develop a protocol for local jurisdictions to 
monitor compliance with the "no net loss" of 
ecological function for Shoreline Master Plans, 
thereby ensuring that the work of each jurisdiction 
contributes to a comprehensive "Health of Puget 
Sound" monitoring program.  
 
The Puget Sound Partnership website will contain 
the updated schedule. Puget Sound Partnership 
web site is info@psp.wa.gov
 
Ann Aagaard Shoreline and Wetlands Chair 425-
488-8418 ann_aagaard@verizon.net  
 

 
 
 
League of Women Voters of Washington 

POSITIONS ON BALLOT ISSUES 
 
OPPOSES I-985, “Congestion Relief” (see 
article on page 7) 
 
SUPPORTS I-1029, New Standards for Long-
term Care Workers  
 
Go to www.lwvwa.org for more information. 
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mailto:info@psp.wa.gov
mailto:ann_aagaard@verizon.net
http://www.lwvwa.org/
http://www.lwvwa.org/
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LWVWA Education Fund  

Civics Education Grant Report 
 
The LWVWA Education Fund Board of Directors 
set aside $15,000 to fund grants to local Leagues 
for new projects in voter service and civics 
education.   The Pullman League received a 
grant to purchase 5 sashes to be worn at public 
events to give quick identification of the League 
and the work it does for citizens.   The sashes 
have been used three times since they were 
made at the end of June.  They were inaugurated 
at the 4th of July parade in Johnson, WA, a tiny 
farm community that has a huge parade on July 
4th each year.  Because people watching the 
parade read the sashes and knew who we were 
they often called out, "Thanks for all you do" and 
"thanks for the forums". 
 
Second use was as greeters at the Vote Smart 
Bus that came to Pullman on August 7th.   Again, 
instant recognition (and a photo in the local paper 
of Leaguers in front of the bus). 
 
Third time this summer was the August 23rd 
Lentil festival Parade where again members 
walked, wearing the sashes and handing out 
information about the candidate forums and ballot 
issues debates scheduled for October.  Walking 
along the edges of the street then coming 
together while passing the reviewing stand, the 
Mayor who was the MC, said, "Here comes the 
League of Women Voters -- making sure we are 
informed!  Thank you League members!" to 
applause and cheers.    
 
The plan is to wear them for the forums. Those 
who greet participants and those who pass out 
and collect cards will share the wearing of these 
handsome and distinctive identification sashes.    
 
Other projects by local Leagues with the Civic 
Education grant money include Bellingham-
Whatcom County for a Voter Registration drive 
with signs and banners; a Yakima County Voter 
Registration drive with three events broadcast 
with Fisher Broadcasting.  They had decorated 
tables and wore “Vote” visors and caps.  
LWV/Kitsap County held Candidate “Education 
Focused” Forums for 23rd District candidates and 
a County Commissioners candidate forums to be 
video-taped and broadcast on Access TV (BKAT) 

 
LWV/Seattle produced a tri-fold brochure titled 
“Looking for Resources for Civics Education?” for 
middle and high school Social Studies teachers, 
created a Civics Education Committee that deals 
with information on TRY’s, forums, Citizen 
Information Service, voter registration, “The State 
We’re In”, Speaker’s Bureau and studies.  The 
Committee in coordination with LWVWA and The 
Seattle Times produced the first 6 articles in the 
Newspapers in Education series on Election of 
the President. 
 
 

***** 
 
 

Introducing the Newest  
State Board Member 

Judy Ostrow 
 
Born and raised in Los Angeles Judy attended 
Wellesley College and UCLA, with a Master’s in 
library science from Dominican University, Illinois. 
She was an Elementary school teacher for 4 
years in a Boston suburb and a public librarian for 
20 years in Evanston, Illinois. 
 
She has been married for 52 years to Don 
Ostrow, a retired professor of medicine.  They 
have lived in Boston, Cleveland, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Seattle; London, England, Freiburg, 
Germany, and Amsterdam, NL.  They have three 
children: George, an architect in Seattle; Bruce, a 
biology professor in Michigan; and Margaret, a  
clerk in Washington DC. They have four 
grandchildren. 
 
Judy’s volunteer experience includes (LOTS) 
PTA, church, League of Women Voters, 
environmental, Scouts, Women’s University Club 
(Seattle), Master Gardener Program. 
 
Her League involvement includes being treasurer 
and study chairman in Philadelphia and a Unit 
Leader in Seattle 
 
Her hobbies include travel (all 7 continents), 
reading, theater, knitting, gardening and World 
War I. 
 
Welcome, Judy! 
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Reaching Member Agreement:  

Consensus 
From LWVWA Policies and Procedures 

 
Explanation:  Consensus is member agreement 
reached after study and discussion.  It is neither a 
simple majority nor is it necessarily unanimity.  
Rather, it is the overall sense of the group as 
expressed through the exchange of ideas and 
opinions.  It’s not a vote or a poll, but a show of 
hands may be used to determine the sense of the 
group.  Only members who actually participate in 
the consensus process may affect the results. 
Procedure: 

All Leagues shall use the consensus form 
provided by LWVWA.  
Consensus reports from local League unit 
meetings shall be submitted to the local 
League Board.  They shall not be sent 
directly to LWVWA or to the state study 
committee.   
The reports from the unit meetings shall 
clearly indicate whether or not consensus 
was reached.  If a question is left blank, say 
why:  “we did not reach a consensus”, or, “we 
did not have time to deal with this question”. 
The local League Board shall compile and 
approve the consensus statement based 
upon its review of the consensus reports 
from the unit meetings. 
The local League Board shall submit the 
consensus statement to LWVWA.  All 
consensus reports from the units shall be 
submitted to LWVWA as attachments to the 
consensus statement approved by the local 
League Board.  
The consensus form submitted to LWVWA 
shall have the name of the local League, 
date of the Board meeting, and number of 
local League members participating in the 
consensus meetings.  If any other papers are 
submitted, they should be firmly attached to 
the consensus form. 
The state study committee shall prepare a 
proposed statement of position based on the 
compilation of data from the local Leagues’ 
consensus, to be submitted to the State 
Board for review, discussion and final 
approval.  The state study committee’s data 
compilation sheets should be attached to the 
report to the State Board. 

 

 
Call for Nominations: 

Public Legal Education Award 
 

      The Council on Public Legal Education is 
accepting nominations for its Flame of 
Democracy Award, given to an individual, 
organization or program in Washington state that 
has made a significant contribution to increasing 
the public’s understanding of law, the justice 
system or government. The mission of the CPLE, 
a committee of the Washington State Bar 
Association, is to promote public understanding of 
the law and civic rights and responsibilities. 

     First presented in 2002 to the late journalist 
Richard Larsen, the award was established to 
highlight the important educational work being 
done by teachers, lawyers and judges, the media, 
and a variety of advocacy and community 
organizations and individuals. Other recipients 
have been 

•    Yakima County Prosecuting Attorney's 
Office for its school outreach program, 

•     Northwest Justice Project for its self-help 
website, and 

•     League of Women Voters of Washington 
Education Fund for its numerous efforts 
to strengthen citizen knowledge of and 
participation in government. 

      Nominations, which are due December 1, 
2008, should be made in the form of a letter 
(maximum 500 words) describing the nominee's 
work and how it addresses the mission of the 
CPLE. The letter also should include the name of 
a reference who can provide additional 
information about the nominee. Supporting 
materials may be submitted; please limit print 
materials to 10 pages and audio-visual materials 
to 30 minutes. Self-nominations are encouraged. 
All nominations will be kept confidential. 
Nominations should be addressed to: Pam 
Inglesby, WSBA, 1325 Fourth Avenue, Suite 600, 
Seattle, WA 98101-2539. Email submissions are 
acceptable, and may be sent to pami@wsba.org. 
Further information about the CPLE may be 
found at www.wsba.org/ple. 
   
 
 
 
 
 



Washington State VOTER   Fall 2008 

6 

 

Consensus Questions 
LWVWA Early Care and Education of Young Children Study 

 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1) Brain research demonstrates the critical importance of the time from birth – three years in a 
child’s development.  What should the state’s role be in providing services to this 
population?  Please be specific. 

 
 

2)  Early care and education quality depends on quality child care workers.  How can we 
provide living-wage salaries for child care workers without increasing the financial burden 
on parents?  Comments, please. 

 
Consensus Questions: 
 

3) Which of the following should the State of Washington fund? Please rate individual 
programs, 0 = no funding; 1 = partial funding, 2 =full funding. 

Type of Program 0 1 2 
a)  Birth through age 3 programs: 
     1. Home visiting       
     2. Special needs       
     3. Family, friends, neighbors       
    
b) Pre-school for ages 3-5       
     
c) Child care programs.       
     
d) Programs for parents.       
    
e) Quality improvement initiatives       

 
4) Should Early Care and Education be included in Washington State’s basic education 

funding formula? 
 

5) Should we support public-private partnerships such as Thrive by Five Washington as a 
means of expanding the early care system? 

 
6) Collective bargaining between Service Employees International Union and the State of 

Washington over child care subsidy rates for family child care home providers and other in-
home providers produced increased subsidies.  Should child care centers collectively 
bargain with the State of Washington over subsidies? 
 

Consensus due to the state office December 8. 
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INITIATIVE 985:  “CONGESTION RELIEF” 

 
League of Women Voters of Washington is 
AGAINST this initiative.  Please go to 
www.no985.org for more information.  Below 
are a few talking points. 
 
If your city or town has cameras to catch cars 
that run red lights—your city would no longer 
get the revenues from any infractions. 
 
If your city or town has “heavily-traveled 
arterials and streets” (not defined), your city 
would be required to synchronize the traffic 
lights on those roads—whether or not there’s 
a problem.  The cities in Puget Sound region, 
for example, are well into that process 
already so won’t be affected.   
 
If your area has HOV lanes, the initiative 
dictates specific hours, specific days they 
would remain HOV lanes—and dictates that 
HOV = 2+.  Other times they would become 
general purpose lanes.  On at least some 
highways, that dictation doesn’t fit the 
situation.  And where there are now busways 
(only buses allowed), those too would 
become general purpose lanes. 
 
If your area receives funds from the state 
general fund, your area would expect less.  I-
985 takes 15% of car sales taxes from the 
general fund and puts that revenue into a 
“reduce congestion” account—that couldn’t 
be used for such congestion-relief programs 
as public transportation, park & rides, and so 
on.  Those general funds are now used for 
education, healthcare and public safety.  
What would get cut? 
 
Those are but a few of the many problems 
this initiative would cause.  Please raise your 
voice in opposition to this initiative.  Our 
economy is counting on you! 
 
 
 
 

HANFORD CLEAN-UP PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 
The Tri-Party Agencies - U.S. Department of 
Energy, Washington State Department of Ecology 
and U.S Environmental Protection Agency - will 
host their annual “State of the Site” public 
meetings in October.  The purpose of these 
meetings is for citizens to meet with the decision-
makers, learn about the progress and delays of 
clean-up, ask questions and voice their concerns 
and priorities.  
 
Schedule: 
Kennewick Red Lion, 1101 N. Columbia Center 
Blvd., Kennewick WA , October 2nd. 
North Seattle Community College, 9600 College 
Way North, Seattle WA, October 7th. 
Best Western Hood River Inn, 1108 E. Marina 
Way, Hood River, OR, October 21st. 
Lloyd Center Doubletree, 1000 N.E. Multnomah, 
Portland, OR, October 22nd. 
All meetings begin at 7 PM, preceded by an Open 
House from 6-7. 
For further information check the Hanford website 
at www.hanford.gov under Hanford Events 
Calendar. 
 
We urge League members to attend one of these 
sessions to voice your questions and concerns 
for clean-up at Hanford.   
 
 

REPORT IS OUT AND READY FOR 
DISCUSSION AND CONSENSUS. 

 
The Early Care and Education of Young Children 
report is in this issue of the state VOTER.  
Consensus questions are on page 6. The report 
is available online at http://www.lwvwa.org/.  The 
consensus questions are also online in the 
Members Only section. User Name: lwvwa 
Password: voter. 
 
The report is an excellent basis for LWV 
understanding of current thinking, issues and 
activities in the field of early childhood learning, 
and is well worth our attention, discussion and 
consensus. 
 
Local League consensus results are due in the 
State office by December 8, 2008.  

http://www.no985.org/
http://www.hanford.gov/
http://www.lwvwa.org/
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League of Women Voters of Washington 
 

ACTION WORKSHOP 2008 
 

REGISTRATION 
Cost: $20 (each venue) 

Lunch Provided 
 

NEW THIS YEAR – TWO VENUES! 
 

Choose one or both: 
 

 Kennewick, November 8 
Lampson Building, 607 East Columbia Drive, Kennewick 

 
 Bellevue, November 15 

St. Andrews Lutheran Church, 2650 – 148th Avenue SE, Bellevue 
 
Name____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tel/email__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

VISA   M/C,  Card #______________________________________________exp. date__________ 
 

Check enclosed 
 
Mail to:  LWVWA, 4730 University Way N.E., Suite #720, Seattle, WA 98105 
 
 
President’s Message continued from front page 
 
After the elections are over, we make our plans 
for legislative action. The Lobby Team is meeting 
already this month. We have two Action 
Workshops scheduled this year. In addition to the 
wonderful program the Lobby Team will present, 
we will also talk about who speaks for the League 
and when and what Program Planning really is 
and how your League can help select what issues 
to study and what positions need to be updated 
for the next biennium. The workshops are also a 
great way to let the Lobby Team know what your 
issues are, and to network with other Leagues in 
your area.  We look forward to meeting with you 
and hearing from you.   
 
In League, Barbara 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Calendar 
2008 
November 4, General Election 
November 8 & 15, Action Workshop 
November 13, Education Fund Board meeting 
November 14, LWVWA State Board meeting 
December 8, Early Care and Education Study 
consensus due 
 
2009 
January 12, Legislative session begins 
February 23, Women’s Legislative Reception 
March 12, Lobby Day 
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